Chapter XI

POTTERY

development of pottery may be considered under
A five headings:

(1)  The discovery that useful and durable vessels can be
made of baked clay.

(2)  The discovery that pots can be coloured, and that
colour will stand fire.

(3)  The invention of the potter's wheel, which enor-
mously increased the potter's output, and the fineness of
Ms wares.

(4)  The discovery of glaze, which makes pots better
adapted for holding liquids and greatly increases the
possibilities of ornament.

(5)  The development  of porcelain,  which  enabled
pottery to be made of a fineness and beauty previously
impossible.

The most important and difficult problem is, of course,
the first, and I shall therefore postpone it until I have
tried to set out what is to be learnt of the other four.

THE PAINTING OF POTTERY

*At the very dawn of the food-producing era the out-
lines of a mysterious civilization are beginning to emerge.
... It appears from the Yellow Sea to the-Adriatic. . . .
The distinctive trait which holds it together is the art of
vase-painting. . . . The reader may think that vase-
painting is but a slender thread upon which to hang
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